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Yard waste still an obstacle UCD reacts to selection of
Chief Justice Sotomayor
to Davis cyclists
Law School Dean Kevin Johnson approves of Obama’s selection

Some roads not wide enough
to allow enough space

By GABRIELLE GROW
Aggie News Writer

By TOM MORRIS
Aggie News Writer

For many Davis bicyclists, yard waste on the
side of the road can be a potential safety hazard
and a troublesome obstacle. Yet, following a meeting at the Davis Bicycle Advisory Commission,
there is little reason to believe the obstacles will
be cleared away any time soon.
The City of Davis Public Works department
presented to the BAC the results of a Yard Waste
and Bike Lanes Survey Project, a yearlong study
of yard waste “pile placement” on a dozen Davis
streets, to establish the degree to which they obstruct the path of cyclists.
The survey revealed that yard waste blocks bicycle lanes more on narrow streets than on any
other, especially on certain parts of B Street. A
large majority of yard waste violations occurred
on the stretch of that road between East Eighth
Street and 14th Street.
Yard waste was deemed in violation if it left less
than 4 feet of clearance for bicyclists on singlestriped bike lanes, or if it touched or crossed the
line on double-striped bike lanes.
Krista Jackson / Aggie
According to Sue Gedestad, assistant public
works director, who organized the survey, available Large piles of green waste, such as this one on B

Street, often take up the entire bike lane, causing

See WASTE, page 2 bikers to ride dangerously close to traffic.

Supreme Court Justice
nominee Sonia Sotomayor
is receiving national recognition, including the approval of UC Davis School of Law
Dean Kevin Johnson.
Sotomayor has a range
of experiences that make
her unique from the other justices, such as her time
spent as a district attorney in
Manhattan. Currently there
are no justices with a district attorney background.
If approved by the Senate,
Sotomayor would have the
most experience out of any
Supreme Court Judge in 70
years.
Criticism has fallen on
Sotomayor for her 2001 comment that she hoped a Latina
woman would make more
informed decisions than a
white man.
“That is why we have nine
justices in the Supreme Court,
and why we have a jury of the
community,” Johnson said.

courtesy

“It is inevitable that everyone
who decides on a case will
bring their own background
into their rulings.”
Conservatives, like radio
personality Rush Limbaugh
and former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, have labeled
Sotomayor as a “reverse racist” and “Latina woman racist,” implying that her decisions are biased in favor of
Latinos and other minorities.

However, according to
Johnson, Sotomayor’s record shows otherwise. In a
reverse discrimination lawsuit in New Haven, Conn.,
Sotomayor ruled against
white and Latino firefighters in favor of the African
Americans represented in
the case.
“This suggests to me that

See JUSTICE, page 5

Proposed power lines UCD fraternity donates student bikes to Africa
assist people
could cut through Bikes oftoNamibia
Davis
By AMANDA HARDWICK
Aggie Features Writer

TANC project raises many heated concerns
By RONNY SMITH
Aggie News Writer

The key word Monday night
was trust, and many Davis
citizens were still apprehensive, including El Macero
Homeowners
Association
President Jim Bernardy.
“You’ve asked me to go
out on a date,” Bernardy
told Transmission Agency of
Northern California, or TANC,
officials at the Davis Veterans
Memorial Hospital. “You
haven’t treated me very well,
you didn’t call me back and
now you want to go on another date. I don’t trust you.”
The TANC Transmission
Project, or TTP, would build
about 600 new miles of 500kV and 230-kV lines and pow-

er stations, including three
possible routes through Yolo
County. The lines would carry about 1600 megawatts of
power from renewable energy sources in Lassen County
to the Sacramento and San
Francisco Bay Area regions.
What’s concerning Davis citizens is that the proposed lines
would run right through Davis
homes and businesses. Maps
of the proposed routes can be
found online at tanc.us.
The TTP is being proposed
in an attempt to meet state
regulations for renewable energy rates. Currently, the state
must generate 20 percent of
its energy from renewable
sources by 2010. Governor

The UC Davis population
may drop for summer, but
many of its bicycles will remain to the dismay of campus transportation officials
and those looking for bike
parking. Luckily, the UC Davis
International Pre-Law fraternity, Phi Alpha Delta, offers a
solution.
This is the first year that Phi
Alpha Delta is sponsoring the
bike collecting effort, which
began by the bicycle shop
Mike’s Bikes in 2007. The fraternity will gather any bikes
students want to donate and
transport them to Mike’s Bikes
in Sacramento where they will

be used to assist a developing cess to health care, educanation in Africa.
tion and employment that
Mike’s Bikes will ship the bi- might otherwise be unreachcycles to the African nation of able,” Martin said. “Namibia
Namibia, acis
sparsecording to sely
populatIn
a
place
like
Africa,
bicycles
nior
Nathan
ed with exWeaver
and allow their owners access to tremely rural
Community
health care, education and villages that
Service Chair of
have literally
employment
Phi Alpha Delta.
no access to
Namibians will
bicycles.”
Ken Martin
then be trained
Weaver obCo-owner of Mike’s Bikes
as mechanics
served
the
by the Mike’s
large amount
Bikes Foundation and be pro- of bikes left at UC Davis and
vided with the skills they need was inspired to help the effort.
to start bicycle businesses of
“I had a job on campus and
their own.
noticed a lot of abandoned
Mike’s Bikes co-owner, Ken bikes,” Weaver said. “It wasn’t
Martin, stated Namibia was easy finding bike parking even
chosen as this year’s Africa though the campus was relaBike Drive focus because of its tively empty.”
flat landscape, low population
After speaking with UC
and lack of transportation.
Davis Transportation and
“In a place like Africa, bi- Parking
Services
(TAPS)
cycles allow their owners ac- Weaver learned that over 1,000

“

”

bikes are abandoned on campus every year and TAPS officials are required to auction
them. Weaver and Phi Alpha
Delta were then referred to the
Mike’s Bikes Foundation.
Chris Civil, a senior political science major and Public
Relations Committee member
of the fraternity thought the
Africa Bike Drive was the perfect cause to assist.
“We thought that this
sounded like a neat project,
especially given the bike oriented nature of Davis,” Civil
said. “There is definitely a real
need for these bikes in Africa,
and we think that Davis with
its large bike population and
continual flow of students is
in a unique position to help
out.”
The Africa Bike Drive website reports that 406 bikes were

See BIKES, page 2

See TANC, page 4

Call for nominations
for the 2010-2011
Campus Community
Book Project
Theme reflects value of and barriers to
achieving a quality higher education
By MICHELLE IMMEL
Aggie News Writer

While spring quarter is
wrapping up, the 2010 through
2011 Campus Community
Book Project is under way.
This week, the Campus
Council on Community
and Diversity (CCCD) announced that next year’s topic will reflect on the “the value of education” and “barriers to higher education” to
address the harsh economic climate that the state of
California is facing and increasing cuts to educational
funding.
“Recent discussions on the
current economy’s impact on
higher education, the importance of an educated work-

Today’s weather
Possible thunderstorms
High 77
Low 53

force in a more competitive
marketplace, and the growing diversity in colleges and
universities make this an important topic in which to engage the university and greater community” said Mikael
Villalobos, administrator of
Diversity Education and chair
of the book project.
“As an educational institution, we endeavor to explore
these dynamics and engage
thoughtfully about an issue
that crosses all segments of
the community and touches
everyone’s lives.”
Villalobos and the Campus
Council on Community and
Diversity are currently accepting book nominations

See PROJECT, page 2

STUDENT PROTEST FEES, ADMINISTRATION PAY, BUDGET
The lawn in front of Mrak Hall will house
more than just ducks and eggheads for the next
few days — UC Davis students in disapproval
of budget cuts, increased student fees and
increased administration salary will be protesting
until Friday at 6 p.m.
The Silent Action and Study Hall was

Forecast
Two weathers left, and thunderstorms in June? Clearly the weather deities
aren’t happy with my graduation. I suppose this is their punishment — to
cancel my tanning plans and force me to stay inside. So when you see me
all pale, sad, and soaking wet, now you know who to blame.
Jon Gold
Source: David Biggar, Aggie Forecasting Team

Thursday

organized by unaffiliated students who
publicized the protest on Facebook. They will
be camping out with homemade signs in front
of Mrak Hall, where administrators’ offices are
located.
“It will be a silent action while we get ready
for finals at the same time. Come before class,

after class and in between classes to show the
administration that we are not joking around.
Bring your study materials, blankets, pillows,
water and food,” the Facebook event stated.

Inside

Friday

Possible thunderstorms Possible thunderstorms
High 75
High 74
Low 53
Low 52

— Text by Lauren Steussy
— Photo by Liam O’Donnell
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TODAY

FRIDAY

East Quad Farmers Market

Graduate Write-in

10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
East Quad
Support local farmers and buy some fresh
produce, nuts, flowers and more! Pick up
some tasty treats for a fun springtime dinner
or a nice afternoon snack.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wellman 25
Go get help on your writing project by
graduate writing professionals!

M.I.N.D. Institute’s Distinguished
Lecturer Series

Davis Chorale Vespers

UC Davis M.I.N.D. Institute
6 p.m.
2825 50th St., Sacramento
Adele Diamond, one of the world’s leading
researchers in the field of developmental
cognitive neuroscience will speak. Don’t miss
this amazing opportunity!

THURSDAY
De-Stress Night — Spring Things!
5 to 7 p.m.
Griffin Lounge
Go refuel and get de-stressed for the finals
week ahead. Decorate flowerpots, paint on
canvases, make picture frames or join in
the pie-eating contest! There will be free
Red Bull and a performance by a special
guest!

Thursday Trivia Nights
6 to 7:30 p.m.
First floor, Silo Union
Test your knowledge of random facts and
potentially win fabulous prizes along the
way!

SUNDAY
5 p.m.
Davis Community Church, 4th and C Streets
The June Vespers performance will include
solos, duets and congregational singing. Free
to the public, donations welcome.

MONDAY
Peace Corps Information Session
5 p.m.
MU Garrison Room
Learn about the adventure of a lifetime, and
how to become a competitive candidate.

World Oceans Day
Wear blue and tell two! Wear blue and tell
two people something about the ocean. Look
for Oceanography club members for what’s
going on with the ocean.
To receive placement in the AGGIE DAILY
CALENDAR, e-mail dailycal@theaggie.org or
stop by 25 Lower Freeborn by noon the day prior
to your event. Due to space constraints, all event
descriptions are subject to editing, and priority
will be given to events that are free of charge
and geared toward the campus community.

According to Jack Kenward,
vice chair of the BAC, using
containers would have been a
commonsense solution to the
problem.
“I have a neighbor — I live
at Village Homes,” Kenward
said. “She’s an old lady who
takes out one cart with garbage, then goes back and
brings out a pile of newspapers as well. And then there
are residents on the other side
of town who don’t want to put
a cart to the side of the road
once a week.”
According to the survey, the
city returned to the original
yard waste system in response
to the strong opposition, by
which time the NRC had said
that the impact of yard waste
on storm water was no longer
a factor.
The trouble for bicyclists remains in certain roads across
town. In June 2008 the city of
Davis began to implement
“double-striping” for bicycle lanes, which helped push
piles further to the side of the
road. Yet this created potential
violations of a city ordinance
that says yard waste must be
no less than 18 inches from
the curb.
To BAC member Virginia
Matzek, double-striping is not
a feasible solution.
“There are simply roads
that are too narrow to make
this work, which is like saying double-striping works as
a solution, except for when it
doesn’t.”
Gedestad said the city will
continue to make efforts to
educate residents about proper procedure for yard waste
pile placement. But for now,
no changes will be made.

waste

Cont. from front page
space is a prohibitive factor
on narrow roads.
“The width of the street
plays a big role,” Gedestad
said. “Where do you put the
piles of yard waste if there is
not enough room on the side
of the road to accommodate
the bicyclists?”
Finding a solution to this
yard waste problem is something the city has been trying to solve for a number of
years. In April 2007, the city
council approved the development and implementation
of a yard waste containerization pilot program for selected streets in Davis. The city
initiated the pilot to address
“bicycle safety as well as the
impact on storm water systems by yard waste left loose
on the street,” according to
the yard waste survey.
The Davis Natural Resources
Commission had made recommendations to the city that
yard waste piles should be
stopped because of the damage caused to drainage storm
water quality.
“The NRC was pushing for
that idea because they said
vegetative matter was affecting water quality,” Gedestad
said. “Yet they had no tests as
evidence of that.”
Despite extensive public
outreach for the pilot containerization program, the plan
did not go over well with the
public, who expressed strong
opposition.
“Common concerns were
that the containers were too
cumbersome, impractical or
that there was not enough
room for them,” Gedestad TOM MORRIS can be reached at city@
said.
theaggie.org.

college students into a “bunch
of loud mouthed, militant and
angry kids.”
While Pac was blamed for encouraging gun violence, I was accused of supporting terrorism.
Sara
But one thing that he did,
Kohgadai
that I hope I have done to
some extent, is use some talThat’s what she said
ent and an outlet in a way that
can accomplish two things:
First, express myself. It’s obvious that if you could call Tupac
one thing, it was emotional.
Tupac used music and writing
as a release of different emotions. And because he was so
socially aware of the inequalwenty-seven. Twentyities that exist in our country,
seven columns. Twentyevery song he wrote, like every
seven attempts to
column I wrote, was incredibly
“change the world.” Twentycathartic.
seven opportunities to repAnd second, have my colresent the unrepresented.
umns reach a person or comTwenty-seven chances to piss
munity of people who might
someone off. Twenty-seven
not have representation otherchances to educate myself a
wise. And similar to what Pac
little bit more. Twenty-seven.
said about exposing graphic
But this is number 28. How
details, I hope if students can
does one finish a year’s worth
read and notice the similarities
of rage, apbetween differpall, hope, critoppressed
Every song he wrote, like ent
icism and opgroups, they
every column I wrote, was can relate to
timism in one
column? I don’t
one anothincredibly cathartic
know how one
er and “stop it,
might finish,
quit.”
but I know of a good way to
Contrary to what most peostart.
ple would assume about him,
With Tupac.
Tupac grew up with a priv“You’ve got the Vietnam War, ilege other children didn’t
right? And just because the re- have where he was growing
porters showed us pictures
up. Although he lived in povat home of the Vietnam War,
erty, he auditioned and atthat’s what made the Vietnam
tended the Baltimore School
War end when it did, or the
of Performing Arts. He pointshit probably would have last- ed out in an interview that he
ed longer,” he said. “If no one
“went to [a school that] was
knew exactly what was going
mostly for white kids and rich
on, we just thought they were
minorities. … I would have
just dying valiantly, in some
been totally different had I not
beautiful way. But because
been exposed to this.” He even
we saw the horror, that’s what
acknowledges that a lot of his
made us stop the Vietnam War. songs talk about things he has
“I thought, ‘That’s what I’ll
heard of and seen, not directdo as an artist, as a rapper,’” he ly experienced. Still, he uses
continued. “‘I’m gonna show
his art, his innate talent and
the graphic details of what
his privilege to shed light on
I see in my community and
issues that no one else cared
hopefully they’ll stop it, quit.’” about.
In this one well-articulated anThis is what makes Tupac an
ecdote, Tupac captures the abso- amazing character and a symlute essence of this column.
bol to me as an activist and
While Shakur had the talent critically thinking person. And
of rhyming his words, using
an example that I believe more
poetry and strong emotions
people should follow. By acto convey the inequality in his knowledging our privileges
community, I used my affiniand using our talents to help
ty for writing, curiosity of the
one another, maybe, just mayworld and innate propensity
be, the world would be a little
for fighting back to surface un- bit better.
regarded inequality in as many
To end with a quote, and one
communities as I could. Which that I will end my faithful 28
would be 27.
columns with: “My ear is to the
But what comes with repre- streets. I represent 20 years on
senting these communities is
this planet Earth and what I’ve
the backlash and controversy
seen. This [was] my report.”
that goes hand-in-hand with
upsetting the status-quo.
SARA KOHGADAI is grateful for having the
While Pac was labeled a
opportunity to voice herself and attempt to
gangster that is corrupting
represent the underdog. She also can’t believe
American youth, I was stigma- she just compared herself to Tupac. She can
tized as a radical who turns
be reached at sbkohgadai@ucdavis.edu.

’Til the
bittersweet end

T

bikes

interest in donating so far, and
the fraternity is actively seeking more donors.
“Ideally, we want all of the unwanted [bikes],” Civil said. “But
for the first year of this project,
50 donated bikes would be a
great goal.”
Representatives from Phi
Alpha Delta have offered to
pick up and transport any donated bike by the end of June
at the owner’s convenience.
Those interested in donating can contact the fraternity’s Community Service Chair,
Nathan Weaver, at neweaver@
ucdavis.edu.

Cont. from front page
donated to Botswana in 2008.
This year Mike’s Bikes hopes to
double the amount of bikes it
sends to Namibia.
“We’ve decided to build on
this success and double our
goal for our 2009 Africa Bike
Drive — over 800 bikes,” Martin
said. “We have a great new
partner and a new beneficiary
for our cause. For every bicycle
donated,Varsity Painting will
contribute $30 to the Children’s
Hospital of Oakland on behalf
of the bike donor.”
Civil reports that 20 gradu- AMANDA HARDWICK can be reached at
ating students have expressed features@theaggie.org.

correction
In the June 1 article “Senate hears next year’s budget,” Senator Trevor Taylor was quoted
as saying that he did not think it would be more beneficial to lobby the administration to
do more outreach, when in fact he does believe this would be more beneficial. The Aggie
regrets the error.
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ly throughout that year’s entire
holiday season. And, of course,
I learned that despite your best
intentions, if you write about
someone in your column they
may completely misinterpret it
Danielle
and throw a hissy fit.
Ramirez
But, overall, it was a really positive experience. I got
And then I found 5 dollars a couple of complimentary e-mails out of the whole
thing. Once someone even
recognized me in the MU
and told me he liked my column. (Thanks, guy, you totalhis week started the
ly made my week!) I also got to
same as every other. The draw on my own face, a dream
inevitable traipse down
from when I was younger and
the hall of my apartment, the
I used to doodle on those realsoft rap on my roommate’s
tor notepads. And, of course,
door and my whining voice
when a well-known columsaying, “Emilyyyyy, I have no
nist for the Los Angeles Times
idea what I’m going to write
compares you to Jane Fonda,
for my column this week.”
the world just seems like a
As surprising as this may
sunnier place.
sound, I am not the most creI’ve got to tell you, I’m sad
ative person in the world, nor
it’s over. On my list of things
am I the most interesting.
to accomplish that I made beShocking, right? In fact, I ran out fore I came to college, this was
of ideas about halfway through
basically the only one that
fall quarter.
got done. Join
That is why this
a cappelI realized that it might get a an
column was
la group (too
such a learning little old if Play-Doh and nose tone-deaf), get
experience for picking were mentioned in The involved with
me. Not only
govCalifornia Aggie every week student
was I forced to
ernment (too
write an entire
much drama),
column every week (upon pen- go to the gym every day (too
alty of people being really mad
lazy), write for college newsat me), but it had to be decent
paper (check). This was my atenough that I wouldn’t be bom- tempt to broaden my college
barded with e-mails from peoexperience and contribute to
ple telling me what a butthead
my campus. Now it’s done.
I am. Although, I’m pretty sure
I know people say that once
college students would have
something is in print it won’t
used different, slightly harsher
be forgotten. But let’s be honlanguage.
est, who’s going to pick up a
This led me down some inback issue of The Aggie a year
teresting avenues as I exfrom now and go, “Oh, that
perienced different things.
Danielle Ramirez, she sure
Basically, I just ended up excould tell a mediocre joke.”
perimenting, which led to
But thank you for listening
some new realizations. Not
to me complain, rant and rave
like that you dirty, dirty peoabout various things that, in all
ple. I swear, I will never esprobability, had nothing to do
cape, “That’s what she said.”
with you. Thanks for putting
For example, I learned that
up with my bad jokes and my
gun-lovers really can’t take a
unwavering love of the Davis
joke, and that after spending
ducks. And thanks for actually
a few weeks with first graders,
caring enough to read my litI wanted to incorporate stotle column. Even if this is your
ries of them into every column. first time picking up the newsFortunately, I realized that it
paper in three years, I truly apmight get a little old if Playpreciate that you made it to
Doh and nose picking were
the end with me.
mentioned in The California
Aggie every week. I also learned
DANIELLE RAMIREZ hopes you enjoyed
that if you mention how your
this experience as much as she did. To tell
Uncle John shoved your face
her you’re sad to see her go, e-mail her at
into your mashed potatoes on
dramirez@ucdavis.edu. Otherwise, keep your
Thanksgiving when you were
comments to yourself. At the end of the year,
six, that same uncle will tease
it’s no longer “constructive criticism,” it’s just
you lovingly, but relentlessplain mean.

The end

T

project

of a quality education and the
barriers to achieving it. Either
way, we’re looking at ways to
improve the system, what is
working and what isn’t in light
of new challenges, and how we
can approach this, and make
improvements in the future.”
The purpose of the Campus
and Community Book Project
as a whole is to “improve both
the campus climate and community relations, to increase
diversity and to promote equity and inclusiveness,” according to the Offices of Campus
Community Relations’ mission
statement.
Book nominations that promote this theme will be considered and shared with a panel of
faculty, staff and community
members who read and review
the nominations over summer
and make a final decision at
the end of August.
The official selection for the
2010-2011 Campus Community
Book Project will be announced in late winter quarter 2010, concurrent with the
2009-2010 project showcasing
Eric Weiner’s The Geography of
Bliss: One Grump’s Search for
the Happiest Places on Earth.

Cont. from front page
from all campus and community members interested in
submitting a piece of literature
that best fits the chosen theme.
Submissions can be sent directly to Villalobos at mbvillalobos@ucdavis.edu, and will be
considered through the end of
this month.
According to Vickie Gomez,
program coordinator in the
Offices of the Chancellor and
Provost, this topic comes at a
time of specific relevance, as
the University of California faces a 2,300 reduction in student
admission for next year’s freshman class, continuing budget
cuts and talk of eliminating Cal
Grants and other major sources of financial aid.
“Personally, I would hope
that the book that we choose
will reinforce the importance
of higher education with regard
to the current economy and the
critical issues we’re facing with
the structure of our educational system,” she said.
“I think our previous books
fit the same theme, of looking collective systems — before in terms of global and lo- MICHELLE IMMEL can be reached at
cal health and now in terms campus@theaggie.org.
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UC Davis veterinary school opens new
state-of-the-art stem cell lab
Lab currently focuses on treating equine injuries
By MICHAEL MILLER
Aggie Science Writer

A new stem cell lab opened May
18 at the UC Davis veterinary school,
providing revolutionary improvements in treating horses with extensive injuries, including bone fractures
and damage to ligaments, tendons
and joints.
The lab, which serves solely as a
treatment facility, injects healthy stem
cells into the damaged tissue of an injured horse, thereby healing even the
most traumatic of injuries.
“Right now we’re offering this type
of therapy often in our most severe
or chronic lesions, where there really wasn’t any other hope,” said Dori
Borjesson, veterinary clinical pathologist and faculty member working in the regenerative medicine
lab. “Horses would often have to retire from racing, but we’re seeing animals go back and return to health
and fitness that basically would not
be expected to do so before this lab
opened.”
Normally, when an animal has a
lesion due to traumatic injury, new
cells form and replace the damaged

courtesy

tissue. However, scar tissue formation also occurs as part of this healing process, and scar tissue is not
as strong as the tissue had been before the injury. Injection of stem cells
into the site of injury bypasses this

process, allowing the damaged cells
to heal such that all of the new cells
that are grown are no less strong than
they had been.
“With stem cells you can repair a
tendon with tendon cells, not scar
tissue,” said Sean Owens, veterinary
clinical pathologist and faculty member. “Stem cells would be able to go in
there and grow into normal tendon
tissue, as opposed to forming a scar,
which is inherently weaker than the
tendon cells.”
This type of treatment exemplifies regenerative medicine, Borjesson
said.
“The potential for cells to regenerate the cells to their original tissue as opposed to forming a scar …
and help organ structures recreate
themselves as they once were,” she
said.
The veterinarians stressed that
embryonic stem cell usage — a highly controversial area of biomedical
research and treatment — is not employed at this laboratory. Instead, undifferentiated blood cells — mesenchymal cells and hematopoietic cells
— are taken from the bone marrow
of a healthy horse and are injected

into the site of lesion of the injured
horse.
Bone marrow-based stem cell
transfer confers a great advantage:
Because these cells are not mature,
the immune system of the patient
that receives the stem cells does not
reject the cells, as is often seen in organ transplants.
“One of the great things about
these cells is that you don’t have to
[put the horse] on immunosuppressant drugs, which can lead to other complications,” Borjesson said.
“That is the potential wonder of
these cells.”
But the use of stem cells to treat injuries is not equine-specific. There
are prospects that these same types
of cells in small animals and humans
can treat their lesions, too.
“Stem cell use lends itself to humans, dogs and cats,” Owens said.
“One of the things that is very beneficial is that our success directly influences the success of human researchers. If we can heal tendons
or ligaments in a horse, researchers
will be able to directly use what we
have discovered and heal ligaments
in humans. The work we do is di-

rectly applicable to healing human
disease.”
Stem cells will hopefully someday
be able to treat certain chronic diseases in animals and humans alike, for
which there currently exists no cure,
Owens added.
“We would like to be able to put
[these cells] into the patient who has
diabetes. If we can make those cells
produce insulin again, they are no
longer diabetic. Where we are now is
trying to figure out how to speak the
same language as these cells … and
be able to tell them what we want
them to do.”
Borjesson agreed, adding that currently stem cells are used solely in injuries, but are not limited to them in
any circumstances.
“There is also research going on in
spinal chord injuries, oncology and
other diseases. And all the donor typing can be excluded, and certain retinas, livers and lungs don’t have to be
transplanted; we just use these cells
to benefit the patient,” Borjesson
said.
MICHAEL MILLER can be reached at campus@
theaggie.org.

Bone marrow stem cells trigger new blood vessel growth in limbs
Study shows promise of cell-based therapy for vascular disease
By ELAINE CHU
Aggie Science Writer

Researchers have successfully used adult human stem cells
to coax new blood vessel growth
and restore blood flow in mice
with artery damage to their legs.
The study provides important clues behind the therapeutic properties of these cells,
which have already shown
promise in early human trials
for treating peripheral arterial disease (PAD), a debilitating
condition that can require amputation of affected limbs.
A unique fraction of stem
cells from human bone marrow boosted recovery in mice
that had a femoral artery removed beforehand to cut off
blood supply to one of their
legs. Researchers isolated the
cells based on high expression
of an enzyme called aldehyde
dehydrogenase (ALDH high),

which they then labeled with
fluorescent trackers before injection into the mice.
Imaging techniques showed
that the cells targeted the limbs
with reduced blood supply,
otherwise known as ischemia.
These cells enhanced both
blood flow and new blood vessels compared to mice that received unpurified bone marrow cells or fractions without
the special stem cells.
“Faster blood flow recovery
is likely to translate into better
tissue recovery,” said study coauthor Daniel Link, an associate professor at Washington
University School of Medicine
in St. Louis, in an e-mail interview. “One of the major limitations to cell-based therapeutic angiogenesis is our
lack of understanding of the
cell types that mediate this response. This study identifies a
new subtype based on an easy

to perform assay (ALDH activity) that can stimulate angiogenesis. Isolating ALDH high
cells prior to delivery to ischemic tissue may dramatically
improve efficacy.”
The researchers believe their
study, published in the May 21
issue of the journal Blood, supports the potential use of these
cells as a new line of treatment
for PAD. The chronic condition, which is common in older
adults with diabetes, is caused
by build up of fatty deposits
that block arteries supplying
blood to the extremities and
some organs. In its most severe
form, called critical limb ischemia (CLI), poor circulation in
the legs can cause pain, weakness and tissue damage.
“Unfortunately, some of our
PAD patients may have had
open bypass surgery or less invasive procedures [like stents]
that failed to salvage their

limbs. Other patients can have
such severe arterial disease
where a bypass or revascularization procedure is not possible,” said Nasim Hedayati, an
assistant professor at the UC
Davis department of surgery
who was not involved in the
study, in an e-mail interview.
“Therefore, the possibility that advances in stem cell research may one day help form
new blood vessels in ischemic
limbs is very exciting. Being able
to prevent a patient from losing
a limb can greatly affect his or
her quality of life and survival.”
The study results are directly relevant to humans, the researchers said.
“We use immune deficient
mice so we can study the function of human cells in an animal model of CLI. These studies allow for ‘proof of principal’
that human cells can regenerate blood vessels after trans-

plantation,” said senior author
David Hess, an assistant professor at the University of Western
Ontario, in an e-mail interview.
Study author Jan Nolta likens
the ALDH high cells to “paramedics of the body” because
they directly migrate to tissues
damaged by reduced blood
flow and secrete factors that
promote angiogenesis. She and
her colleagues recently submitted a report for publication
in which they identified the key
molecules — called chemokines — that drive this unique
homing behavior.
“If we knock out the receptors for those [chemokines] in
the stem cells, then the stem
cells can’t migrate anymore,”
said Nolta, a professor of internal medicine and director of the
UC Davis Stem Cell Program.
Unlike embryonic stem cells,
which can replace any type of
specialized cell in damaged tis-

sue, the adult stem cells in the
study did not stick around once
they initiated repair.
“After a couple weeks, they
really aren’t needed anymore
because the tissue itself takes
over,” Nolta said. “They’re just
there for a couple of weeks to
tip the balance towards healing
instead of [cell death].”
The researchers have not yet
isolated a single cell type or secreted factor responsible for
the ALDH high population’s regenerative properties, but they
are confident that the intact
stem cell mixture will suffice
for clinical purposes.
“If we can understand how
the stem cells induce regeneration, we will be better equipped
to develop rational clinical
therapies for a wide variety of
diseases,” Hess said.
ELAINE HSIA can be reached at campus@
theaggie.org.

McDonald’s to purchase eggs from UC Davis.
Study finds that some animals
feel regret
Animals have feelings too —
or so a recent study at Duke
University says.
The first study tested both
chimpanzees and monkeys
who traded tokens for cucumbers. The primates that noticed one of their peers was
receiving a tastier treat in exchange for his tokens and reacted negatively.
“I think animals do experience regret, as defined as
the recognition of a missed
opportunity,” said Dr. Sarah
Brosnan, a psychologist at
Georgia State University. “In
the wild, these abilities may
help them to recognize when
they should forage in different areas or find a different
cooperative partner who will
share the spoils more equitably.”
A more recent study used
data from brain scans of monkeys attempting to merit a cup
of juice by guessing where researchers had hidden it. If
the monkeys’ answers were
wrong, they were shown the
correct hiding place. The monkeys then changed subsequent
guesses, displaying what researchers called a “wouldhave, could-have, shouldhave” reaction.
Source: nytimes.com

1930. The virus was extremely similar to a 1918 pandemic
in humans.
The information eventually led researchers to discover that the virus outbreak in
April had two genes from avian influenza, three from North
American swine, and one from
humans.
The small amount in variation makes the virus easier to
develop a vaccine for, researchers said.
Source: sciencemag.org
Bacterial samples from human body reveal a range of
microbe findings
Some of the dirtiest places in
the world are right under our
fingertips — as well as on our
noses, ears and in our upper
thighs.
Elizabeth Grice from the
National Human Genome
Research Institute surveyed 10
healthy volunteers, swabbing
samples of skin from 20 different places on the body.
The study found that the
inside and the crease beside
the nose has the largest collection of microbes. She also
found a large amount of bacteria the inguinal crease —
the place where the leg meets
the groin — and just inside
the ear.
Other hot spots for bacteria were places both dry and
moist, as opposed to oily. The
largest diversity of bacteria is
located on the forearm, where
there are an average of 44 different species.
The findings may assist in
studies regarding skin disorders that tend to be specific to
areas of the body.
Source: genome.cship.org

More information on the origins of swine flu
There may soon be a vaccine
against the dreaded H1N1 flu
due to research from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the University
of Cambridge, UK.
The researchers analyzed
76 isolates of the virus from
Mexico and the U.S. and
found that the virus was ac- LAUREN STEUSSY can be reached at
tually first found in swine in campus@theaggie.org.

Researchers will examine the sustainability impacts of different laying hen housing environments
By DAVID LAVINE
Aggie Science Writer

Eggs produced in a study
led by researchers at UC Davis
and Michigan State University
will supply McDonald’s U.S.A.
by 2011.
The commercial-scale study
will include tens of thousands
of hens to examine the sustainability impacts of various
housing alternatives for egglaying hens in the U.S. These
impacts include animal welfare, environmental, food
safety and economic factors.
“This study will involve collecting scientific data from
different laying hen production systems (conventional cages; enriched environments containing nest boxes, perches and a dust-bathing/scratching area; and noncage systems),” said Professor
Joy Mench, director of the UC
Davis center for animal welfare, in an e-mail interview.
Commercial-scale facilities
will be constructed with these
different housing systems and
the data collected will provide
information to major retailers
to help them make decisions
about what types of eggs to
purchase in the future.
“This is a welcome initiative for egg purchasers like
McDonald’s who want to consider all of the sustainability impacts when it comes
to buying eggs,” said Dan
Gorsky, McDonald’s senior
vice president, North America
Supply Chain Management,
in a press release. “It is our
intention for eggs produced
as part of this study, including cage free eggs, to partially
supply McDonald’s U.S.A. by
2011.”
McDonald’s, the American

Humane
Association,
American
Veterinary
Medical Association, USDA’s
Agriculture Research Service,
Cargill Inc. and the Center for
Food Integrity will also advise
the study.
“There’s a very compelling
need for a study of this scope,”
said Marie Wheatley, president and CEO of the American
Humane Association, in a
press release. “While scientists indicate there are benefits for laying hen birds to
be able to demonstrate more
natural behaviors associated
with a cage-free environment,
there are open questions on
other animal welfare matters
such as feather pecking and
mortality rates.”
The study lies on the heels
of Proposition 2, a law passed
November 2008 in California
that will take effect January
2015. It requires that hens
used for commercial egg
production must be given
enough space to lie down,
stand up and fully extend
their limbs.
“The major impact of this
proposition will be on laying
hens and laying hen producers,” Mench wrote in a release
about Prop 2. “The California
egg industry produces almost 5 billion eggs per year
from almost 20 million laying hens. About 95 percent of
these hens are housed in conventional cages, and 5 percent are housed in non-cage
(cage free) systems, including
the hens that produce organic
eggs.”
But there are advantages and disadvantages to each
system — issues the study will
work to assess and solve according to Dr. Janice Swanson,
Michigan State University, in

courtesy

an e-mail interview.
“No use having a system
that perfectly accommodates
animal welfare but produces
a significant negative impact
to the environment — that
would not be sustainable,”
Swanson said.
“Instead, let’s evaluate
then choose or develop systems that not only accommodate the behavior of the
hen but maintains her in
good health, is environmentally responsible, produce a
healthy egg product that can
be transferred through the
supply chain with integrity,
is affordable and allows the
farmer to stay in business,”
he said.
While the specific timetable and cost of the effort has
not yet been determined, and
participating experts are still

working toward standards for
the various housing types, researchers are confident the
work will lead to information
hopeful for the future of sustainable farm systems.
“Very few studies have
taken a fully integrated approach to considering the
other aspects of the system
and at a commercial scale
of production,” Swanson
said. “We are working to advance our scientific understanding of how changes impact the hen and the different features of a system, how
we can improve current systems, and to look ahead at
forming the foundation for
the next generation of sustainable farm systems.”
DAVID LAVINE can be reached at campus@
theaggie.org.
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Research shows that prior treatment for cancer
increases chance of redevelopment
By SADAF MOGHIMI
Aggie Science Writer

Recent research from the UC Davis
Center for Healthcare Policy and
Research has found that women who
have previously been treated for cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN),
also known as cervical dysplasia, are
more prone to contracting the disease
a second time or developing invasive
cervical cancer.
The data from the study starting in
1986 encompasses a total of 37,142
women from the British Columbia
Cancer Agency who were previously treated for varying degrees of CIN.
The study also looks at a comparative population of 71,213 women who

tanc
Cont. from front page
Schwarzenegger is encouraging legislation in Sacramento
to raise this figure to 33 percent
by 2020.
The TTP would also help stabilize transmission of power in
Northern California, according
to Patrick Mealoy, a TANC operations manager.
“There has not been any
significant new transmission
developments in Northern
California in the past 16 years,”
he said. “This project would
increase the reliability of the
Northern California electrical
system.”
TANC is a California Joint
Powers Agency, a collection of 15 regional municipal utilities that is governed
by a board of representatives
from the member utilities.

were never treated for, nor had CIN.
“We looked at the rate of recurrence
of abnormal biopsy in both groups and
we looked to see the age of the women, what they were treated with and
the original grade of the abnormality affected the recurrence rate,” said
Joy Melinkow, author of the study and
[doctor at The Department of Family
and Community Medicine, Center for
Healthcare Policy and Research at UC
Davis.
The varying grades of the disease were each treated differently.
The women who were affected with
a grade two or three of the disease
had cone biopsy, loop electrosurgical excision procedure, laser excision or vaporization, or cryotherapy

TANC is also working closely
with the Western Area Power
Administration, or WAPA, a
federal agency with the U.S.
Department of Energy that
markets hydroelectric power to 15 states west of the
Mississippi. Should the TTP
be put into action, funding
for the construction would
come from ratepayers of
the member utilities within TANC, which includes the
Sacramento Municipal Utility
District, or SMUD.
All proposed lines are preliminary, and the TTP is still
in its infancy. The scoping
period, during which comments may be submitted
via written cards to WAPA
for review, will end July 30,
and will be followed by a review and release of a public scoping report. TANC will
then oversee an environmental survey before compiling a

treatment — the freezing of abnormal cells. Women with grade one of
the disease could undergo optional
treatment.
“Women who had been treated over
and especially in the first six years had
a higher rate of recurrence than the
women that were never treated. And
the highest rate of recurrence was in
women who had been treated when
they had a higher grade, treated with
a freezing treatment, and were over
40,” Melinkow said.
The results show that women in the
CIN sample were younger than the
women in the control sample, whose
treatment was often for a CIN with a
grade of three.
“It’s not surprising that a more se-

draft Environmental Impact
Report and Statement, or
EIR/EIS, sometime next year.
There will then be another
public comment period before compiling a final EIR/
EIS.
Despite the need for renewable energy in Northern
California, the TTP has been
plagued with criticism since
the beginning.
“We looked at the proposal and realized that there were
a lot of information gaps,” said
Davis Mayor Pro Tem Don
Saylor, who led the questioning
of TANC members on Monday
night.
When the TTP was first announced, many citizens in
Yolo County whose properties were affected by the proposed construction were not
officially notified. Also, the
proposed lines, which necessitate 1,000-foot study ar-

vere abnormality would be more likely to occur. The freezing treatment
would be more likely to have recurrences than excision, one reason being that the freezing did not completely eliminate the abnormal cells,”
Melinkow said.
Melinkow pointed out that the
study helps to guide future treatment
in patients who have been previously
diagnosed.
UC Davis has the only cancer center
in inland Northern California designated by the National Cancer Institute.
The center cares for an estimated
9,000 adults and children each year
from throughout the Central Valley
and inland Northern California, said
Dorothy Griffith-Pease, spokesperson

eas and then 200-foot easements to build the new lines,
run through many pre-existing structures, through farm
and open lands, over fault
lines, through housing developments, and even through
a school and the nationally esteemed Vic Fazio Wildlife
Refuge.
“Yolo County has a lot of
open land,” Saylor said. “We’re
not empty.”
Davis citizens also cited
health concerns, decreasing
property values, a lack of public input on alternatives, a lack
of consideration for underground high voltage lines, and
environmental and aesthetic degradation as reasons for
holding off the project.
TANC officials said they
are taking all of these into account, although some, such
as health concerns, will not
be incorporated into new

for the National Cancer Institute in an
e-mail interview.
“Joy Melnikow’s work in cervical
cancer is an important component
of the cancer center’s work to better understand long-term risks associated with certain cancers — research which ultimately can guide
and improve treatment options,”
Griffith-Pease said.
Melinkow’s research could potentially help doctors to understand
cancer’s effects and the potential
dangers present in incorrectly treating the preliminary effects of the
disease.
SADAF MOGHIMI can be reached at campus@theaggie.
org.

routes until after the draft environmental impact report is
released.
The public scoping period was originally slated to
end Mar. 31, but after heated concerns and at the request of such lawmakers as
state Representative Mariko
Yamada (D-Davis), the scoping
period was extended until July
30. The proposed routes cannot be reviewed and changed
until after the public scoping
period ends.
A major concern has also
been the environmental degradation that will occur in
Lassen County. According to
figures shown by Saylor at the
conclusion of the TANC presentation, there is potentially a great amount of environmental damage that would occur in Lassen County were it to
be used for generation of renewable sources. TANC is only

responsible for the transmission of these sources, not for its
generation.
Saylor, Davis Mayor Ruth
Asmundson, and other citizens
expressed gratitude to TANC
and consultants for coming to
Davis to discuss the proposal,
noting a seeming change in attitude with TANC. TANC officials tried to emphasize this attitude change.
“We’re trying to regain your
trust,” said TANC General
Manager Jim Beck. “The greatest challenge is finding a route
that has the least environmental and human impact.”
Other citizens are still vying
for alternatives.
“We want to work with you,”
Bernardy told TANC officials.
“We’re Davis. We’re forward
thinking.”
RONNY SMITH can be reached at city@
theaggie.org.
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Miscellaneous
Make up to $75 per online survey sign up
free at cashtospend.com

Housing (Misc.)
W.Sac 2 bd/ 1.5 bth 20 min from UCD.
$400 plus utility. letmegetinla@yahoo.
com

Apt. for Rent
3/2 townhouse at Adams Terrace near
campus and bus line no pets $1600/mo
and up 758-1375 or mingsyangca@yahoo.com
Alvarado Sunset Apartments now leasing 2
bedrooms for fall. Starting at $1175. Only 1.5
miles from UCD, close to shopping, on the
F bus-line, plenty of free parking. Call 7561220. Open M-F 9:30-5:30, Saturdays 1-5.
1B/1Ba apartment at Eastlake. Near busline. Pets allowed. Wood burning fireplace. Perfect for a couple. $1500/month
starts Sept. 5th (559)786-9925 or kristinabrown86@gmail.com
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General: 25¢ per word/day
* Minimum 5 words
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House for Rent

The California Aggie reserves the right to,
without notice, classify all advertisements, delete
objectionable words and phrases, and edit or
refuse advertisements. Categories will be strictly
adhered to. The Aggie reserves the right to
change, without notice, deadlines for advertising
copy, rates, rules, and regulations. The advertiser
will not hold The Aggie liable for any claims
resulting from publication of the advertisement.
Further, the Publisher will not be responsible for
any claim resulting from an agreement made
between the consumer and advertiser.
Copy should be checked for errors BY THE

Room in House

5 Bd/3 Ba, 3 car garage, all appliances.
House in South Davis $2500/mo. (916)
425-0154 or (916) 804-6519.

Room for rent. 6/12-8-30. $399/mo.
Second and B, great location. Call (650)
207-8830 for details.

1604 Poleline Road, 5 bedroom 3 bath,
$2700 negotiable. Available September
1st
www.properties-sah.com
contact
(530)297-0103

Board and large room with private bath in
nice Central Davis home in exchange for
cooking dinners, shopping and household
help. Dave 753-1218.

1006 Ohlone Street 5 bedroom, 3
bath, $3000 rent negotiable. Available
September
1st.
www.properties-sah.
com for more information. Contact
(530)297-0103
3Bd/2Ba, North Davis, clean, quiet, greenbelt, fireplace, W/D, CH/
AC, gardener. No pets. New carpeting. $1,740/mo. Available Sept/11.
(888)758/3773.

Room in Apt.
Roommate wanted shared br or full living room Hanover Place Apt. Across street
from Savemart and buses. Rent $462 plus
utilities. Contact Alison at ayllee@ucdavis.edu

Employment
Collegestudentwork.com!
$13.50
base appt./Flexible hrs., No experience Necessary, Conditions apply,
18 , scholarships possible, call (530)
661-1122.
Equine Veterinary Technician Pacific
Crest Equine is hiring for the position of
Veterinary Assistant/Technician. Located
in Exeter CA, Pacific Crest is an equine
only referral hospital and surgery center in the central valley. Applicants must
have excellent horse handling skills and
be willing to work hard in a fun team atmosphere. Interested parties should fax resume to (559)592-2084. www.pacificcrestequine.com

ADVERTISER following the first insertion.
Errors in advertisements must be reported
before 1 p.m. for correction in next issue.
Credit for Publisher error(s) will only be given
for the incorrect portion of the advertisement
for the first publication date.
All phone numbers appearing in classifieds
will be in the 530 area code. Only area codes
outside the 530 area will be printed.
For placement or questions e-mail classifieds@
theaggie.org.
There are no refunds/credits
for cancellations.

Employment Cont.
Sales: Retail $13-$22 (Hourly and
Commission) Exp a Plus. Will Train
Right
Person.
Flexible
Schedule.
916-652-6755.

Read The Aggie
online.
www.theaggie.org

Sudoku

Help Wanted
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid survey
takers needed in Davis! 100% FREE to
join. Click on Surveys.
Get paid $10-20 for completing easy 1 hr experiment. Perform simple, computer-based
deision-making task. NO experience required. Payment determined by individual
success in making good choices. Register:
www.experimetrix.com/ucdesp. One time
participation only per experiment type.
Long haired models needed for candid
and artistic nudes. No experience necessary, 18 years or older. email sulaymansulayman@yahoo.com
Temporary Sales/Marketing position available with local contactor. Flexible hours
and schedule available. Hourly plus commission. tentrax@comcast.net

Medium
Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must contain one of each
digit. So must every column, as must every 3x3 square. Each Sudoku has a unique
solution that can be reached logically without guessing.
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Cal Aggie Alumni Association
proposes new fee collection

Justice

Change should ease the burden on recent graduates
By MIKE DORSEY
Aggie News Writer

The average college graduate is $20,000
in debt — but the Cal Aggie Alumni
Association has a plan to ensure their fees
don’t add to the weight on recent graduates’ shoulders.
Currently, CAAA dues are paid after a
student graduates — should they choose
to become a member. New alumni can
choose either to pay a $50 yearly fee, or a
$700 lump sum for a life membership.
Kalen Gallagher, a member of the CAAA
Membership Committee and former
ASUCD president said the current system
has led to a less than ideal membership.
“As a group, we decided that our membership numbers would greatly improve if
we developed a system that is friendlier towards students,” Gallagher said.
A student may elect to join CAAA for networking purposes, as the association offers many programs to connect UC Davis
alumni.
The proposed solution is the “optional
student check-off model,” which provides
students with a third choice — to pay a $35
quarterly fee while they are undergraduates.

The option to make a payment to CAAA
for future membership would appear in a
checkbox while the student or their parents
make their regular tuition payments.
CAAA would then keep track of how
much a student has paid into the system
throughout their college career — and the
student could pay the remaining balance
off after graduation.
“We want to make sure that it’s an option for students to pay-as-they-go, so to
speak,” said Richard Engel, executive director of CAAA. “And also that they can opt
out and discontinue fees at any time.”
Engel is optimistic that CAAA’s goal of
having the option approved and available
by the beginning of the 2009-2010 school
year is attainable.
“We did some pre-work with the chancellor when the students brought it to us,
and she was supportive,” Engel said. “As
long as the final resolution passes through
Student Affairs then getting approval
shouldn’t be a problem — the chancellor
knows it’s coming.”
“The CAAA board of directors has already passed their resolution in support of
it,” Gallagher said. “We just need to get the
senate’s support first and then go through

Burke said.
Johnson recommended that
those who are worried about
her behavior on the bench
should look at her hundreds
of opinions from her previous
rulings, which he described
to be in accordance with the
constitution.
Her
nomination
has
brought her judicial temperament into question, as she is
known for asking aggressive
questions. Justices Scalia and
Roberts are also known for being aggressive on the bench,
but have not been criticized
for it, Johnson said.
Bronx-born and of Puerto
Rican descent, Sotomayor
graduated summa cum laude
from Princeton University,
and received her J.D. from
Yale Law School where she
was also an editor at the Yale
Law Journal. She was unanimously confirmed by the U.S.
Senate in 1992 and was the
first Hispanic federal judge in
New York State.
If confirmed, Sotomayor
will be the first Hispanic and
third woman to serve on the
Supreme Court.
“She doesn’t fit the stereotype of how some people think
she should behave,” Johnson
said. “She’s no wallflower.”

university regulations.”
The plan was introduced to ASUCD last
Thursday and was expected to be heard in
their budget finance committee meeting
Tuesday night, said Engel.
Committee members believe that the
plan will generally go over well with students, despite recent disapproval of university expenses.
“We know that raising student fees isn’t
popular and isn’t ideal, but because it is
optional, it doesn’t put pressure on the
students,” Gallagher said.
According to their website, CAAA has
nearly 29,000 members. Gallagher said he
expects the payment model to increase
the association’s numbers, and stressed
that because the payment model is completely optional, there is no downside for a
recent graduate.
“Allowing students to pay into CAAA a little bit at a time makes the cost much more
manageable.” Gallagher said. “This should
help our numbers grow and put more money back into CAAA — which will lead to more
programming and networking opportunities for alumni and students of UC Davis.”
MIKE DORSEY can be reached at campus@theaggie.org.

Cont. from front page
she won’t be biased in favor of
Latinos,” Johnson said.
Limbaugh and Gingrich’s
views do not reflect those of
Republican senators though.
“I definitely think we need
to have the respectful tone
and we need to look at the record,” said Senator Kay Bailey
Hutchison in an Associated
Press interview.
The
Davis
College
Republicans voiced their concern for Sotomayor’s selection
as well.
“She appears to be a very
qualified individual,” said
Tierney Burke, president of the
Davis College Republicans.
“But I’m worried that her past
judicial record indicates that
she would legislate from the
bench.”
Sotomayor has received
criticism over the issue of judicial activism; a philosophy
advocating that judges look
beyond the Constitution to
achieve results that are consistent with contemporary
conditions.
“Many members of DCR are
hoping she doesn’t legislate
from the bench. We believe the
Supreme Court should be enforcing laws instead of push- GABRIELLE GROW can be reached at
ing their own views through,” campus@theaggie.org.

U. Chicago proof to test efficiency of small farms
By LOUISE LERNER

Chicago Maroon (U. Chicago)

The hamburgers at the dining hall probably contribute
more to global warming than
the trucks that deliver them.
While you may remember
when the greenhouse gas debate turned to food production, you might not recall that
one of the seminal studies of
livestock farming methods —
the one that calculated that
eating 20 percent less meat is
equivalent to switching from
an SUV to a sedan — came out
of the University of Chicago in
2006.
Pamela A. Martin, an assistant professor who coauthored
the study, is actually a geophysicist by profession, but an
interest in climate changes in
the past drove her to study the
present one.

Since she’s already tackled
the largest share of U.S. agriculture — monocropping, like the
huge fields of Midwest corn —
Martin now has her sights on
another potentially revolutionary topic in the field. It turns out
that for all the praise environmentalists have sung about locally grown food, no one has actually done a study that proves
local food is more efficient.
To test this theory, Martin is
running a three-quarter-long
class devoted to food and energy research, specializing in
small-scale, diversified farms.
What are the numbers for
small farms? Are they more efficient? If not, where can they
improve? And if they are more
efficient, then could we grow
produce for all of Chicago in
the surrounding fields? These
are Martin’s questions.
This summer, many of the

students in the class will intern
with farmers Martin recruited
at local farmers’ markets who
were interested in seeing how
efficient their farms were. The
students will not only help out
at the farms, but also record
the energy input and output
for one growing season: fertilizer and seed, total labor hours
spent, who works where, and
the amount of the final harvest.
Back in class, the students
will compare the input and
outputs to determine the bottom line — whether the farm
produced more energy than it
used.
Martin’s goal is to provide
more hard data in a field with
more questions and opinions
than answers. It will be useful
for Chicago, but also the nation, to consider in its energy
policy, she said.
“Agriculture doesn’t want to

be left out of the global warming solution. They want to be a
carbon sink,” Martin said.
“But my fear is that they
won’t look at the whole balance
sheet: They won’t look at the
nitrogen, methane, nitrous oxide coming out of their farms.
If agriculture wants to be a part
of this, there has to be a system
to account for all the factors
that people don’t always think
about.”
Martin and the class visited
one small-scale local farm, 70
miles south of Chicago, near
Kankakee and run by Vicki
Westerhoff.
“It was amazing to go out
there in the winter,” Martin
said. “They have big passive
greenhouses there, unheated, and she had lettuce growing that was just beautiful. And
here it’s zero degrees out.”
The greenhouses inspired

Jessica Graves, a first-year
in the class, to start her own
project. “I’d like to figure out
how to best use greenhouses
and artificial lighting, so you
can grow tomatoes and other things even in the winter,”
Graves said. She’s spending the
summer at a farm in New York,
gathering data on their greenhouse use. “It’s a great practical
class, as opposed to theory all
the time.”
Esther Bowen, a geophysical
sciences graduate student who
T.A.s for the class, pointed out
that the data the students are
gathering from across the U.S.
will be useful for more than energy studies. They also provide
a look at social impact, quantifying labor and jobs for a local
community, she said, a valuable tool for the growing movement that tries to link environmental sustainability with eco-

nomic growth.
Martin agreed, citing local
food programs like Growing
Home, a Chicago non-profit, which provides job training
for homeless and low-income
individuals on their organic
farm.
Martin has incorporated the
findings of her studies into her
daily life. Martin described herself as “kind of” of a vegetarian: “I do eat sardines, because
they’re energetically efficient.”
It turns out that although many
fish can be as bad or worse than
red meat, coastal fish are the exception. “You practically scoop
them up. And they’re distributed in cans, so you don’t have
to keep them refrigerated,”
she said. She limits her cheese
and egg consumption because
they’re energetically costly, too,
but she does indulge in the occasional M&M.

UC Berkeley device could store data for a billion years
By GENEVIEVE HEAD-GORDON on the project.
Daily Californian (UC Berkeley)

New data storage technology being
developed by UC Berkeley researchers may allow for information to be
both stored for more than one billion
years and adaptable for use in general
market products.
There are currently many different kinds of memory storage devices-including magnetic disks, magnetic tape and optical disks-but these devices are not suitable for long-term
storage because they can degrade
over time, according to Will Gannett,
a graduate student in physics working

“To come up with a longer-lived replacement for these technologies, a
first step is to find a single bit that can
store your data for a suitable length of
time,” Gannett said.
The device made by the UC Berkeley
team-which is led by physics professor Alex Zettl-has an iron nanoparticle enclosed in the middle of a hollow carbon nanotube, according to
Gannett. For scale, a nanoparticle is
1/50,000 the width of a human hair,
which is approximately 100,000 nanometers in diameter.
The nanoparticle has a lifetime of
over a billion years, unlike existing

devices with a life expectancy of only
10 to 30 years, according to a paper by
the researchers recently published in
several scientific journals.
To store digital bits, the fundamental unit of memory, a small voltage is
applied across the nanotube, causing
the iron nanoparticle to move back
and forth inside the tube.
When information is stored on the
nanoparticle, its location within the
tube changes. As this changes, so does
the resistance of its containing tube,
which can be used by scientists to
play back the stored information using computer programming.
“There are a few nice things about

this system,” Gannett said. “First
of all, the voltage required is only
around a couple volts, which is very
easy to generate and compatible with
existing technologies. Second, the
iron will stay where we “put” it, that
is, it doesn’t move when the voltage is
turned off.”
The nanoparticle can move approximately three nanometers at a time
over a length of a few hundred nanometers, he said.
According to Gannett, another method used to retrieve information is using an electron microscope, but the resistance method is
more practical.
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“This is what makes the system
potentially very useful,” he said.
“Measuring resistance is much easier than measuring the actual position
and requires only very simple electronics, not an electron microscope.”
Because of this aspect, future integration with other electronic devices like MP3 players could be possible,
according to Gannett.
“I think this project is a stepping
stone, showing that there are ways
of storing digital data that are very
different from what is currently used
and that may hold great advantages in data lifetime and density,” he
said.
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Are you looking for a summer internship or job?
“Not really. I already have a job so I’m going to continue
that over the summer. I’m a graphic artist in Davis.
I thought about finding another one but I never got
around to it.”
Christopher Graham

Text by Angela Ruggiero
Photos by Shane Park

“No, I’ve previously done clerical work and retail work.
I’ve been looking mostly online at the ASUCD job site.”
Kye Caburnay
sophomore music and biology double major

senior linguistic major

“I have a full-time job this summer with Student
Housing as a custodian. I worked with them last summer
painting dorm rooms. I didn’t have to pick up poop or
anything.”
Kelly Guyon

“I have a job with Camp Galileo in Sunnyvale. It’s a camp
mostly in the Bay Area that mixes school and fun. I’ll be
a team leader there, leading a group of kids between
the ages of six and 13.”
Anne Litak

sophomore technocultural studies major

first-year psychology major

“I’m looking for a job. It’s been really difficult. I’ve been
looking for a couple of months now — for campus-type
jobs. It’s harder than it was before.”
Clinton Andor

“No, I don’t have one yet but I’m planning on looking. I
need something to keep me busy during the summer.”
Lauren Dimapasoc
senior neurobiology, physiology and behavior major

“No, I don’t have one yet because I am a recent
graduate. I’ve being doing a bunch of interviews in
San Francisco and San Diego. I did an internship last
year with the California State Capitol so I’m looking
for something in the political realm. There was a lot
more availability for paid internships last year, and now
they’re all unpaid.”
Courtney Hanna

sophomore graphic design major

“I’m going to be a swim coach in Brentwood — the East
Bay one, not the SoCal one. I’ll be helping the team and
the head coach with practices. And I’m also going to be
working at a yogurt shop, too.”
Madisen Trudell
first-year biological sciences major

senior history major

Teach For America sees surge of applicants
Current economic state leads graduates to seek service opportunities
By ANA QUIROZ
Aggie News Writer

While the economic crisis has caused a shortage of
many services, there is surely
no shortage of students looking for teaching experience.
The Teach For America program received more than
35,000 applications for 2009, a
42 percent increase over 2008’s
number. UC Davis in particular showed a nearly 10 percent
increase in applications: 75 applications as compared to 69
applications in 2008.
Trevor Stutz, national communications manager for
Teach For America, said that
one of the major impacting
factors for the rise is the current state of the economy.
“You see many new seniors
confronted with the realities
following their graduation and

they begin seeking something
to do right out of college,” Stutz
said.
Teach For America was
founded in 1989 by Wendy
Kopp, a graduate of Princeton
University. The program recruits college graduates to
teach in low-income communities for two years.
A local UC Davis Teach For
America representative, Emily
LaMonica-Lewis, points to
the new presidential administration’s focus on galvanizing young Americans to pursue post-graduate service opportunities. The program aims
to provide graduates with a
unique experience in comparison to other post-graduate options, as well as an option for
students coming out of graduate school or even individuals
seeking a career change, she
said.

“Teach For America is designed to be anything but
mutually exclusive from pursuing one’s own long-term
career goals, whether related to education or not, and I
think that increases in selectivity in the job market and
grad school admissions process has helped people realize
that reality,” LaMonica-Lewis
said.
Teach For America participants receive standard salaries for starting teachers as
well as an educational grant
of $4,725 at the end of each
year of teaching as well as assistance with certain student
loans.
As stated in a recent press release, research has found that
Teach For America corps members make 10 percent more
progress in a year in math than
is typically expected and slight-

ly exceed the normal expectation for annual progress in
reading.
The program has found that
the applicants represent an array of social groups, with the
majority being those of color,
LaMonica-Lewis said.
Evidence of this can be
seen in the high number of
applicants from colleges like
Spelman College, a historically black liberal arts college for women located in
Atlanta, Ga. Spelman, a small
university, had 14 applicants
in 2008, a relatively high portion of the student body. In
the University of California
system, UC Berkeley ranked
the highest in contributors to
the program with 46 people
accepted. Further numbers
and rankings can be found
on the Teach For America
website.

Stutz said the program concentrates its efforts on recruiting graduating college seniors,
those who are in a position to
make a decision about their
post-graduate plans.
Nonetheless, the program
also draws the attention of
younger college students.
“The sooner they can become engaged on their campus, the better,” Stutz said.
As a result of the sharp increase of applications, the selection process became increasingly competitive and
rigorous. The applicants were
judged mainly on their own
academic achievements. The
program finds that the academic excellence of each prospective teacher is predictive
of the achievements of their future students.
“We look at each applicant’s
academic record, their per-

severance, their leadership,
their degree of influence and
morale and, most importantly, their commitment to the
mission, in the immediate
and in the long term,” Stutz
said.
Stutz recommends all interested in the program apply, regardless of the increased rigor
in the application process.
Applications for the upcoming year will be available in
August.
The program expects a high
number of applicants in the
upcoming year as well. The
program hopes the new wave
of applicants will remain committed to its goal of expanding
educational opportunities for
the least fortunate of student
communities.
ANA QUIROZ can be reached at city@theaggie.
org.

